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Tense paradigms (6), Muriel Fisher

1. Tha
 an

cat
a’
ruith
[an deidh] 
a’ 
luch.

be.pres
 the.sm

cat
prog
run.vn
after

the.sm
mouse
‘The cat is chasing the mouse.’

Note: An deidh is sometimes replaced by as deidh.

2. Tha
 na

cait
a’
ruith
[as deidh]
a’ 
luch.

be.pres
 the.pl

cat.pl
prog
run.vn
after

the.sm
mouse
‘The cats are chasing the mouse.’

3. Tha
 dà

chat
a’
ruith
[as deidh]
a’
luch.

be.pres
 two

cat
prog
run.vn
after

the.sm
mouse

‘The two cats are chasing the mouse.’
[Note singular noun after plural numeral
4. Tha
 aon

chat
a’
ruith
[as deidh]
dà

luch.

be.pres
 one

cat.sg
prog
run.vn
after

two

mouse.sg

‘One cat is chasing two mice.’

5. Bha
an

cat
a’
ruith
[as deidh]
a’

luch.

be.past
the.sg.m
cat
prog
run.vn
after

the.sm
mouse
‘The cat was chasing the mouse.’

6. Ruith

an
cat
[as deidh]
a’
luch.

run.past
the.sm
cat
after

the.sm
mouse

‘The cat chased the mouse.’

7. Tha

an
cat
ag
ithe
a’
luch.

be.pres

the.sm
cat
prog
eat.vn
the.sm
mouse
‘The cat is eating the mouse.’

8. Tha

cu
agam.

be.pres

dog
at.1sg

‘I have a dog.’

9. Tha

cu

againn.

be.pres

dog

at.1pl

‘We have a dog.’

10. Tha

cu

aige.

be.pres

dog

at.3sm

‘He has a dog.’

11. Tha

cu

aice.

be.pres

dog

at.3sf

‘She has a dog.’

12. Tha

cu

aca.

be.pres

dog

at.3pl

‘They have a dog.’

13. Tha 

cu

agad.

be.pres

dog

at.2s
‘You (sg) have a dog.’

14. Tha

cu

agaibh.

be.pres

dog

at.2pl

‘You (pl) have a dog.’

15. Bha

cu

agam.

be.past

dog

at.1s
‘I had a dog.’

16. Tha

cu

agaibh.

be.pres

dog

at.2pl

‘You (two) have a dog.’

17. Am 
bheil

cu
agad.

Q
be.pres.dep
dog
at.2s
‘Do you (sg) have a dog?’

18. An
robh

cu
agad.

Q
be.past.dep
dog
at.2s
‘Did you (sg) have a dog?’

19. Tha

an

cu
agad.

be.pres

the.sm

dog
at.2s
‘You (sg) had the dog.’

20. An
robh

an

cu
agad.

inter
be.past.dep
the.sg.m
dog
at.2s
‘Did you (sg) have the dog?’

21. Tha

mi
a’
leughadh
leobhar
[an
drasda].

be.pres

1s
prog
read.vn

book

[just now]

‘I am reading a book right now.’

22. Tha

mi
a’
leughadh
leobraichean
a 
h-uile

latha.

be.pres

1s
prog
read.vn

book.pl
the.sf every

day
‘I read.pres books every day.’

23. Bithidh

mi
a’
leughadh
leobraichean
a h-uile
latha.

be.fut

1s
prog
read.vn

book.pl
the.sf every
day
‘I read.past books every day.’

24. Tha

sinn
a’
leughadh
leobhar.

be.pres

1pl
prog
read.vn

book
‘We are reading a book.’

25. Tha

thu
a’
leughadh
leobhar.

be.pres

2s
prog
read.vn

book
‘You (sg) are reading a book.’

26. Tha

e
a’
leughadh
leobhar.

be.pres

3sm
prog
read.vn

book
‘He is reading a book.’

27. Tha

i
a’
leughadh
leobhar.

be.pres

3sf
prog
read.vn

book
‘She is reading a book.’

28. Tha

iad
a’
leughadh
leobhar.

be.pres

3pl
prog
read.vn

book
‘They are reading a book.’

