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       Scope, Negation, etc. (Individual), Muriel Fisher



1. Tha
litir
[sam bith]
a

sgribhas
mise

fada.

be.pres
letter.s
any

WhComp
write.relfut
1s.emph
long

‘Any letter I write is (will be) long.’

2. Cha
do
dh’òl

duine
[sam
bith]
uisge.

not
past
drink.past
man
any

water

‘Nobody drank water.’

Lit: ‘Anyone didn’t drink water.’

3. Cha
do
dh’òl

an
duine

uisge.

not
past
drink.past
the.sm
man

water

‘The man didn’t drink water.’

4. *Dh’òl

duine
[sam
bith]
uisge.

drink.past
man
any

water

* ‘Anyone drank water.’

5. Dh’òl

an
duine

uisge.

drink.past
the.sm
man.sm
water

‘The man drank water.’

6. Cha
robh

mi
a’
cuir
craobh.

not
be.past.dep
1s
prog
put.vn
tree

‘I wasn’t planting a tree.’

7. Nach
robh

thu
a’
cuir
craobh?

NegQ
be.past.dep
2s
prog
put.vn
tree

‘Weren’t you planting a tree?’

8. Cuiridh
mi
craobh.

put.fut

1s
tree

‘I will plant a tree.’

9. Cha
chuir

mi
craobh
idir.

not
put.fut.dep
1s
tree
at all

‘I won’t plant a tree.’

10. Ruith

na

caoraich
uile
air
falbh.

run.past
the.pf.gen
sheep.pf.gen
all
on
go.vn

‘All of the sheep ran away.’

11. Tha
na
h-aibhnichean
uile
a’
ruith
dèas.

be.pres
the.p
river.p

all
prog
run.vn
south

‘All rivers run south.’

12. Is

toigh

leum

ithe.

cop.pres
agreeable
with.1s

eat.vn

‘I like to eat [eating].’

13. Chòrd

ithe
rium.

agree.past
eat.vn
to.1s

‘I liked to eat.’

14. Chòrd

e
rium
a
bhith
ag
ithe.

agree.past
3sm
to.1s
tran
be.vn
prog
eat.vn

‘I liked to be eating.’

Note: NSC reports this as more natural than 13.

15. Bu

choir
dhut
ithe.

cop.past
right
for.2s
eat.vn

‘You should eat.’

16. Cha
bu

choir
dhut
ithe.

not
cop.past
right
for.2s
eat.vn

‘You shouldn’t eat.’

17. Cha
bu

choir
dhut
marag

dhubh
ithe.

not
cop.past
right
for.2s
pudding.sf
black
eat.vn

‘You shouldn’t eat black pudding.’

18. Cha
bu

choir
dhut
a

h-ithe.

not
cop.past
right
for.2s
tran.poss.3sf
eat.vn

‘You shouldn’t eat it [feminine thing].’

19. Cha
bu

choir
dhut
ithe.

not
cop.past
right
for.2s
eat.vn

‘You shouldn’t eat’ OR ‘You shouldn’t eat it.’ The latter meaning occurs if the contexts include something masculine that is being talked about.

20. Nach
bu

choir
dhut
ithe?

NegQ
cop.past
right
for.2s
eat.vn

‘Shouldn’t you eat?’

21. Cha
do
choisich
cat
air
falbh.

not
past
walk.past
cat.sm
on
go.vn

‘No cat walked away.’

Lit: ‘A cat didn’t walk away.’

Note: Can mean either ‘A cat didn’t walk away—that one—but 4 others did’ or ‘It is not the case that a cat walked away [or ‘no cat walked away’]’

Note: Originally elicited ‘No cat walked away.’

22. Cha
do
choisich
aon
chat
air
falbh.

not
past
walk.past
one
cat.sm
on
go.vn

‘Not one cat walked away.’

Lit: ‘One cat didn’t walk away.’

Note: Can mean either ‘One cat didn’t walk away—that one—but 4 others did’ or ‘It is not the case that one/a single cat walked away [or ‘not one cat walked away’]’

Note: Originally elicited ‘No cat walked away.’

23. Chan
eil

aon
chat
a’
coiseachd
air
falbh.

not
be.pres.dep
one
cat
prog
walk.vn
on
go.vn

‘Not one cat is walking away.’

Lit: ‘One cat isn’t walking away.’

Note: Can mean either ‘One cat isn’t walking away—that one—but 4 others are or ‘It is not the case that one/a single cat is walking away [or ‘not one cat is walking away’]’

Note: Originally elicited ‘No cat is walking away.’

24. Chan
eil

cù
[sam bith]
dona.

not
be.pres.dep
dog
any

bad

‘No dog is bad.’

Lit: ‘Any dog is not bad.’

25. Cha
do
choisich
[a
h-uile]
cat
air
falbh.

not
past
walk.past
every

cat
on
go.vn

‘Not every cat walked away.’

Lit: ‘Every cat didn’t walk away.’

Note: Can only mean either that some cats walked away, but others stayed—not that all the cats stayed.

26. Cha
do
choisich
gin
air
falbh.

not
past
walk.past
any
on
go.vn

‘None walked away.’

Lit: ‘Any didn’t walk away.’

Note: ‘gin’ can only be used with plural things.

27. An
do
dh’ith

thu
na
siutais?

Q
past
eat.past
2s
the.pm
sweeties

‘Did you eat the sweeties?’

28. Cha
do
dh’ith

mi
gin!

not
past
eat.past
1s
any

‘I didn’t eat any [sweeties/plural thing]!’

28.a.
Cha
do
dh’ith

mi
gin
dhiubh!

not
past
eat.past
1s
any
of.3p

‘I didn’t eat any of them!’

29. Chan
eil

[a h-uile]
cat
a’
coiseachd
air
falbh.

not
be.pres.dep
every

cat
prog
walk.vn
on
go.vn

‘Not every cat is walking away’

Lit: ‘Every cat is not walking away.’

Note: Can only mean that some cats are walking away, others staying; can’t mean that every cat is remaining.

30. Chan
eil

[a h-uile]
cù
dona.

not
be.pres.dep
every

dog
bad

‘Not every dog is bad.’

Lit: ‘Every dog is not bad.’

Note: Can only mean that some dogs are bad, just not every dog. Can’t mean that every dog is [not bad].

31. Chan
eil

na
coin

uile
dona.

not
be.pres.dep
the.pm
dog.pm
all
bad

‘Not all dogs are bad.’

Lit: ‘All the dogs are not bad.’

32. Cha
do
choisich
gin
dhe
na
cait
air
falbh.

not
past
walk.past
any
of
the.p
cat.pm
on
go.vn

‘None of the cats walked away.’

33. Cha
robh

gin
dhe
na
leobhraichean
sin
math.

not
be.past.dep
any
of
the.p
book.p

prox
good

‘None of these books were good.’

34. Chan
fhaca

moran
dhaoine
e.

not
see.past
a lot
man.p

3sm

‘A lot of people didn’t see it [the accident].’

35. *Chunnaic
beagan
dhaoine
rud
[sam bith].

see.past
little
man.p

thing
any

* ‘A few people saw anything.’

36. Chunnaic
[a h-uile]
duine
cuideigin.

see.past
every

man
somebody

‘Everybody saw somebody.’

Note: Narrow or wide scope, like English

37. Chunnaic
[a h-uile]
duine
cat.

see.past
every

man
cat

‘Everybody saw a cat.’

Note: Narrow or wide scope

38. Chunnaic
[a h-uile]
duine
aon
chat.

see.past
every

man
one
cat

‘Everybody saw one cat.’

Note: Narrow or wide scope.

39. Bha
grainn
aig
[a h-uile]
duine
air
cù
[air choireigin].

be.past
hatred
at
every

man
on
dog
some

‘Everybody hated some dog.’

Note: Only wide scope (everybody hates a separate dog).

40. Bha
grainn
aig
[a h-uile]
duine
air
cù.


be.past
hatred
at
every

man
on
dog


‘Everybody hated a dog.’

Note: Only wide scope (everybody hates a separate dog).

41. Bha
grainn
aig
[a h-uile]
duine
air
dha
chù.

be.past
hatred
at
every

man
on
two
dog


‘Everybody hated two dogs.’

Note: Only wide scope (everybody hates a separate two dog).

