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Bhreab Daibhidh an cat

Kick.past David the cat

'David kicked the cat.'

Note: VSO order: simple declarative finite matrix clause exhibiting VSO order; deriving from raising of V to functional head higher than S]

Tha Daibhidh a' breabadh a' chait

Be.pres David  prog kick.vn the cat.gen

'David is kicking the cat.'

Note: SVO order: progressive construction; SVO order derives when functional head to which V raises is occupied by lexical material

Tha Daibhidh air an cat a bhreabadh

Be.pres David perf the cat kick.vn

'David has kicked the cat.'

Note: SOV order: object is found preposed, particle a intervenes between object and verb, aux fills initial position and V remains in situ.

Tha Daibhidh air iomadach cat a bhreabadh

Be.pres David perf many cat.s tran kick.vn

'David has kicked many cats.'

Note: Gloss and plurality of cat corrected by AZSG speaker

*Tha Daibhidh air a bhreabadh iomadach cat

Be.pres David perftran kick.vn many cat.s

'David kicked many (of the) cats.'

Note: object must raise in the perfective construction, no possible derivation where the object remains in situ

Note: Ungrammatical

Note: Gloss and plurality of cat corrected by AZSG speaker

