MacAulay, Donald (1992) The Scottish Gaelic Language. In Donald MacAulay (ed), The Celtic Languages. 137-248

Complex Prepositions

380a)
do ‘n uinneig mhòir air taigh Iain

to the window.dat big.dat on house John.gen

“into the big window in [lit. “on”] John’s house”

Note: Showing that a PP places no restrictions on the complexity of any NP which it may contain. (Note that the dative case is marked here, because the NP is definite. Cf. 380)
Note: Consultant preferred 380b


380b)
do ‘n uinneig mhòir aig taigh Iain

to the window.dat big.dat at house John.gen

“into the big window of John’s house”

Note: Showing that a PP places no restrictions on the complexity of any NP which it may contain. (Note that the dative case is marked here, because the NP is definite. Cf. 380)

381)
an cois a’ choin

in foot.dat the dog.gen

 
“along with the dog” (lit. “in the foot of the dog”)

Showing that compound prepositions (here “an cois”) govern nouns in the genitive case (cf. 380)


382)
an dèidh a’ choin

in behind.dat the dog.gen

 “after the dog”

Note: See 381.

408)
an dèidh a’ chàr

in behind.dat the car.gen

 “behind/after the car”

Note: Showing that some prepositions may only be combined with nouns denoting moving objects. These may also be expressions of time. Cf. 409.

409)
air cùl an taighe

on back.dat the house.gen

 “behind the house”

Note: The preposition used to express “behind” of a non-moving object. Cf. 408.

410)
roimh ‘n chàr (=> roimhn a’)
before the car.dat

 “before/in front of the cat”

Note: See 408; cf. 411.
Note: Consultant preferred the spelling roimhn a’ chàr
411)
air beulaibh an taighe

on mouth.dat the house.gen

 
“before/in front of the house”

Note: See 409; cf. 410.

412)
air cùl an taighe

on back.dat the house.gen

 “behind the house”

Note: The basic nominal form of a compound preposition; compare 413.

413)
air a chùl

on 3sm.pos back.dat

 “behind him/it” (lit. “on his/its back”)

The pronominal form of a compound preposition, formed using pronominal possessives. See 412 for the basic nominal form. 

