Anderson, A. O (1910) Syntax of THA in SG. Zeitschrift fur Celtische Philologie 8, 236-241.
(spelling modernized)

1)
Anns 
a’ 
ghleann ‘s 

an 

robh
 
mi 
òg.

in 

the glen 
and
inter 
be.past 
1s 
young

 
“In the glen where I was young.”

2)
Is 

làidir 
e.

cop 
strong 
3sm
 
“3sm is a strong person.”

Note: Copula
Note: AZSGP says old fashioned

3)
Is 

duine 
làidir 
e.

cop 
man 
strong
3sm
 
“He is a strong person.”

Note: AZSGP says old fashioned

4)
Tha

e 

làidir.

 
Be.pres 
3sm 
strong

 
“He is strong.”

Note: Contrasting the copular “is” with the verb “tha,” “to be.” This sentence, in contrast with 2 and 3, implies a more temporary state.

5) 
*Tha 

e 
duine
làidir.

 
Be.pres 
3sm 
man 
strong

He is a strong man
Note: Ungrammatical

6) 
Tha 
e 

‘na 


dhuine làidir.

be 
3sm 
in.3sm.poss 
man 
strong

 “He is in his state of being a strong man.”


Note: stative construction

7)
Tha 

e 

mar 
bha 

e.

be.pres 
3sm 
as

 be.past 
3sm
 
“It is as it was.”

8)
Tha
an 
sneachd 
nas 
fuaire 

na 

‘n 

t-uisge.

be 

the snow the 
cmpr 
cold.deg 
than
 the 
rain

 
“the Snow is colder than the rain.”

9)
Cò  
th’ 


ann?

 
who 
be.pres 
in

 
“Who’s there?”

10)
Tha 

againne 

beannachadh 
a 

‘s 

dòcha 

nach 
eil 



aca-san.

be.pres 
at.1p.emph 
bless.vn 

wh-C 
cop
 probable 
negC
be.pres.dep 
at.3p.emph

 
“We have a blessing which they probably do not have.”

Ex. of when the complement of the predicate (“againne”) stands between the verb (“tha”) and its subject (“beannachadh.”) Usually done to avoid separating the subject from an adjectival clause relating to it (“a ‘s dòcha nach eil aca-san.”)
NOTE: AZSGP like only if one leaves out “a” before ‘s
11)
Chan 
eil 



ach 
gann
long 
a 

ràinig 
an t-àite.

Neg
be.pres.dep
 but 
few 
ships 
wh-C 
reach.past the place

 
“There are but few ships which reached the place.”

Note: Ex. of when the elliptical clause “ach + adj” stands between the negative form of “tha” and its subject.”

Note: AZSGP speaker finds ungrammatical; prefers na longaichean to long

Note: AZSGP speaker  says Old Fashioned

12)
Cha 
robh
 

ach 
leanabh 
innte.

Neg
be.past.dep 
but 
child 

in.3sf

She wasn’t but a child.”

Note: Ex. of when “ach” by itself precedes the subject of “tha” in the negative form. Like 11, but without the adjective.
Note: Not ok with AZSGP speaker  (Can mean there was only a child in.her (e.g. a ship)…) NOT existential

13)
Cha 
robh 


innte 
ach 
leanabh.

 
Neg
be.past.dep 
in.3sf 
but 
child

 
 “She wasn’t but a child.”

Note: Stative construction

Note: Ach focus
14)
Tha 

mi
 sgìth.

Be.pres 
1s
 tired

 
“I am tired.”

Note: Showing how “tha” predicates primarily a new or changed state, unlike “is.”

15)
Tha 

e 

duilich 
a 

ràdh 
ciamar a 

tha 

a’ 
chuis.

 
Be.pres 
3sm 
difficult 
tran 
say 
how 
wh-C 
be.pres 
the
matter

 
“It is difficult to say how the matter stands.”

16)
Tha 
e 

falaichte.

 be 
3sm 
hidden

 
“It is hidden.”

Note: Example of how the passive participle (verbal adjective) completes the predication of “tha,” not “is.”
Note: AZSGP speaker notes that these verbal adjective constructions are rarely used anymore
17)
Is 

falaichte 
sin 

uamsa.

cop 
obscure 
dist 
from.1s.emph

 
“That is obscure to me. (not hidden)”

Note: AZSGP uses bhuamsa

Note: AZSGP speaker says Old Fashioned.

18)
Tha 

e 

làidir.

 
be.pres 
3sm 
strong

 
“He is strong.”

19)
Tha 

e 

gu 
làidir.

 
be.pres 
3sm 
adv strong

 
“He is in robust health.”
Note: Ungrammatical for AZSGP
20)
Tha

iad 
‘nam 

fògarraich.

 be.pres 
they 
in.3p.poss
exile

 
“They are exiles.”

Note: Stative construction
21)
Bha 

e 

‘na 


thuathanach.

be.past 
3sm 
in.3sm.poss 
farmer

 
“He was a farmer.”


Note: Stative construction
22)
Rinn 

iad 
e 

‘na 


rìgh.

make.past 3p 

3sm 
in.3sm.poss 
king

 
“They made him a king.”


Note: Stative construction
23)
Tha 
e 

‘na 


chadal.

Be.pres 

3sm 
in.3sm.poss 
sleep

 
“He is asleep.”


Note: Stative construction
24)
Bha 

rìgh 
ann 

roimhe seo.

be.past 
king 
in.3sm 
before 
prox
 
“Once upon a time there was a king.”

Note: Use of “tha” with “ann” to express existence.

Note: AZSGP would use Roimhne 


Note: Existential construction
25)
Tha 
bhuil 
(ann)…

 be 
result 
in.3sm
 “The result of it is…”

Note: AZSGP not familiar with this construction

26)
Tha 

cù 

agam.

be.pres 
dog 
at.1s

 “I have a dog.”
Note: possessive construction
27)
Chan 
eil 



ùine 
agam 
air a 


shon 
sin.

neg
be.pres.dep 
time 
at.1s 
on 3sm.poss 
cause 
that

 
“I have no time for that.”

Note: AZSGP prefers tide instead of ùine and prefers “airson sin”

28)
Am 
bheil 


a’ 
Ghàidhlig 
agad?

Q 

be.pres.dep 
the Gaelic 
at.2s

 
“Do you speak [have] Gaelic?”

29)
Thathar 

ag

ràdh.

be.imp

prog
say.vn
 “It is said.”

Note: Impersonal

Note: AZSGP speaker says impersonal is rare now.
